SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 14 NOVEMBER 
2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............45 [your name, call sign, and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bul- 
letin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at http://www.sarl.org.za while the text 
bulletin can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To 
join the MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE TODAY AT 10:00 


ICASA CONFIRMS NO PAID-UP LEGACY LICENCE WILL BE CAN- 
CELLED. 


and 


SARL/AMSATSA TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOP ON SATURDAY 4 DECEM- 
BER 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin the bulletin with news of a silent key. 


It is with sadness that we announce that the key of Lionel Rowley, ZS1LSR 
(ex ZS6ALA) went silent on Tuesday 9 November 2021. We extend our sincere 
condolences to his family and friends. 


PAUSE 
You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE TODAY AT 10:00 


The annual Remembrance Day service will be included in Amateur Radio Today 
starting at 10:00 CAT this morning. The service will be conducted by the 
Reverend Jan Kramer, ZS6JRK. The service commemorates all those who lost 
their lives in support of their country. We request radio amateurs to observe 
radio silence radio between 10:00 and 10:15 CAT this morning as a mark of 
respect. 


THE SARL WEDNESDAY 80 M CLUB SPRINT 


The sixth leg of the SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Sprint takes place from 17:30 
to 18:30 UTC on Wednesday 17 November 2021 with CW and phone activity. 
The exchange is a realistic RS or RST report, your 4-character grid square, and 
the name or abbreviation of your Club. The Club call sign may be used, but the 


operator may not take part under his/her own call sign. Submit your log sheet 
by 23:59 CAT on Monday 22 November 2021 by e-mail to 7p8dg@netactive.co.za 


ICASA CONFIRMS NO PAID-UP LEGACY LICENCE WILL BE CAN- 
CELLED. 


At a virtual ICASA/SARL liaison meeting held this week, ICASA confirmed 
that any paid-up legacy licence that has not been converted to the new licens- 
ing system will not be cancelled. The SARL expressed its dissatisfaction with 
ICASA that the undertaking to make available detailed guidelines of how to 
convert a legacy licence to the new system licence, was not provided as un- 
dertaken. ICASA apologised and said that guidelines should be available soon. 
ICASA also confirmed that one of the bottlenecks in the approval system has 
been removed, by authorising more ICASA personnel to have the authority to 
approve applications. 


Radio Amateurs are encouraged to convert their legacy licence as soon as the 
guidelines are published. To clarify: a legacy licence is a licence issued on the 
old system. The change is an administrative procedure and does not affect call 
signs. 


The SARL and ICASA will meet again on 6 December 2021 to follow up on the 
guidelines and other outstanding issues. The SARL also addressed the question 
of sharing the amateur licence database. To comply with the PoPI Act, ICASA 
suspended sharing their database. It was agreed that ICASA would consult 
their legal department on the issue. 


THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN MORSE OPERATORS CLUB 


The SARL Council has approved the affiliation of the Southern African Morse 
Operators Club (SAMOC). The Chairman is Kobie van Zyl, ZS6KVZ, vice chair- 
man is Pierre Duminy, ZS6FPS and the secretary is Cliff Smythe, ZS6BOX. 
The Club is in the process of applying for a call sign. Contact Kobie on 
vzylkobie@gmail.com for more information about SAMOC. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
THE IARU HF BAND PLAN REVIEW 


In SARL News last Sunday, information about the IARU HF Band Plan Review 
was given. When the HF Band Plan is implemented — we do not have a date 
yet — the phone section on 40 metres will run from 7 080 to 7 200 kHz. This 
will mean several amateur radio clubs will have to move their Sunday bulletin 
frequencies into the new phone section. 


SARL/AMSATSA TECHNOLOGY WORKSHOP ON SATURDAY 4 DECEM- 
BER 


The SARL/AMSATSA Technology Workshop will be held on the BlueJeans plat- 
form from 11:00 — 14:30 CAT on Saturday 4 December 2021. The programme 
will include the December 2021 Antarctic Eclipse Festival Project, AMSAT SA 


lessons learnt from BACAR and the SARL Next Generation Beacon Programme, 
to mention some. 


Registration details will be available from Monday on the SARL and AMSATSA 
web pages. Participation for SARL and AMSATSA members will be free. Non- 
members will be charged R50 on registration. Visit www.amsatsa.org.zaand 
click the payment button to make a credit card payment (Visa and Mastercard 
only.) 


VACANCIES 


There is a vacancy on the SARL Forum Management Team. If you are inter- 
ested, please contact Brad, ZS5Z on e-mail forumadmin@sarl.org.za for more 
information. 


The SARL-100 Working Group requires more members to get involved with 
the historical research of the League, leading up to SARL Centenary in 2025. 
Contact Anette Jacobs, ZR6D on e-mail jhjacobsza@gmail.com to volunteer. 


CONTEST NEWS 


The South African Mega CW QRS Week which runs from 04:00 UTC (06:00 
CAT) on Sunday 14 November to 16:00 UTC (18:00 CAT) on Saturday 20 
November, is exclusively geared towards the new guys coming up in the ranks 
and will be comfortable, with a minimum requirement of 8 wpm and not ex- 
ceeding 12 wpm. The idea is to make as many contacts as you can within a 
7-day calendar period. All the information was published in SARL News on 31 
October 2021. 


Where are all the new radio amateurs? Especially those that wrote the October 
RAE. The SARL Newbie QSO Party will run from 08:00 to 20:00 UTC (10:00 
to 22:00 CAT) on Saturday 20 November 2021 with phone activity on 20, 40 
and 80 metres. The exchange and the scoring depend on the length of time 
you have been an amateur. Submit your MS Excel log sheet by 23:59 CAT on 
Thursday 25 November 2021 by e-mail to zs3vdk@webmail.co.za. Get all the 
information on page 97 of the 2021 Blue Book. 


The Draft 2022 SARL Contest Manual and the 2022 Diary of Events is avail- 
able from the link on the front page of the League website and on https: 
//thesarlbluebook.wordpress.com/ Clubs are invited to provide input for the 
2022 Diary of Events. Please have a look at the documents and make any 
comments to contest@sarl.org.za by Friday 26 November 2021. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that solar activity is expected to be at low lev- 
els. There are currently a few active sunspot regions visible and there is a small 
possibility of C-class flaring. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, 
the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 18. The 15 
to 30 m bands will especially during the late afternoons provide some good DX 
fun. For more information, please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 

14 to 20 November — The South African CW Mega QRS week 
17 November — The SARL Wednesday 80 m Club Sprint 

17 and 18 November — The Leonids Meteor Shower 


20 November — The SARL Newbie contest and the Magalies and Highway ARC 
meetings 


27 November — The CTARC meeting and the West Rand Flea Market 
27 and 28 November - The CQ WW DX CW Contest 

30 November — The Secunda ARC meeting 

1 December — The start of the YOTA December Month activity 


3 December - International Day of Disabled Persons 


4 December — The Durban ARC meeting, the SARL 40 m Grid Square sprint, 
and the SARL/AMSAT SA Technology Workshop 


5 December - International Volunteers Day 
11 and 12 December — The ARRL 10 metre contest 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our leading news story: 


The annual Remembrance Day service will be included in Amateur Radio Today, 
starting at 10:00 CAT this morning. The service will be conducted by the 
Reverend Jan Kramer, ZS6JRK. The service commemorates all those who lost 
their lives in support of their country. We request radio amateurs to observe 
radio silence radio between 10:00 and 10:15 CAT this morning as a mark of 
respect. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, proofread 
by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by .............. 


From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


